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96-209 September 13, 1996 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
ILLINOIS TEACHER OF THE YEAR TO SPEAK AT EIU 
Charleston -- Barbara Allen, 1996 Illinois Teacher of the Year, will speak at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 17, in the University Ballroom in Eastern Illinois University's 
University Union. 
"Silent Heroes," the title of her motivational speech, will kick off the first 
Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) meeting of the year. Her talk 
is open to the public. 
Allen, who teaches art at Harrisburg High School, won the award last fall from 
the State Board of Education during the 22nd annual Those Who Excel awards banquet 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Chicago. 
She has taught all aspects of art education during her 24-year career in the 
Harrisburg school district. Although she takes teaching art very seriously, she uses a 
light-hearted approach opening her students' imaginations and talents. 
"Barbara is a dynamic motivational speaker, and she's enthusiastic about her 
profession," said Carol Helwig, chair of the Department of Early Childhood, Elementary 
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and Middle Level Education at Eastern. "She will be talking about all subjects, not just 
art, " Helwig said. 
Allen, who has a bachelor's degree from Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, is not only an art teacher, but an artist. She regularly displays and sells 
her own work. 
As the Illinois Teacher of the Year, Allen travels the state making presentations. 
With her award came a lifetime tuition waiver to state universities and a one-year paid 
leave to pursue graduate work. 
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